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the pujari. If the animal is a sheep or goat, It is then
seized by the offerer and his friends, some of whom
catch hold of its hind legs, while others hold fast to a
rope fastened round its neck, and its head is cut off
with one stroke of the chopper by one of the pujaris.
The head is placed in front of the image of Madurai-
Viran with its right foreleg in its mouth. During the
killing of the victim a curtain is drawn in front of
Mariainman and Angalamman, but not before Pidari.
At the festival of Mariamman two special ceremonies
are performed, which are not performed at the other
festivals in this village, but are quite common elsewhere.
When sheep are sacrificed, the blood is collected in
earthen vessels, mixed with boiled rice, and then
sprinkled in the enclosure of the shrine and in the four
corners of the main streets, through which the pro-
cession passes. What remains over is taken and thrown
away in some field at a little distance from the village.
Then, after the animals have been sacrified, the
fire-walking ceremony1 takes place. A trench is dug
inside the enclosure of the shrine and filled with logs of
wood, which are set alight and reduced to glowing
embers. In the evening the metal image2 of Mariam-
man is brought out and held in front of the fire, while
a short'puja is performed by burning camphor. Then
the pujari walks barefooted over the red-hot embers,
followed by other people, who have made vows to
perform this act of devotion.
During the festival of Pidari, there is a car proces-
sion on the ninth" day, which is always the day of the
new moon, and in the evening one or more buffaloes
are sacrified to Madurai-Viran or Munadian. The
victim is always a male buffalo, and is generally
brought by some private person. Water and turmeric
are first poured over it, and it is garlanded with flowers,
and then its head is cut off with a single stroke of the
chopper by a man of the Padayachi caste, who, by the
way, is not an Outcaste. The head is placed in front
1 See p. 79 above,               * See pp 36-37 above.